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Our Mission
To encourage the enrichment of the public education 
experience for K-12 students and to support at-risk 

children or those with medical and special needs in the 
communities we serve.  

spans the gaps that no 
bridge ever could.

are even stronger than the 
structures we build.

are more beautiful than the 
environments we design.

We want to make impacts that...

Our Vision

To make a difference in the lives of children.  

Our Leadership
Not only was the GPD Employees’ Foundation founded by employees, it is funded and run by them as well. From marketing 
materials and fundraising campaigns to event planning and grant selections, employees play a role in every aspect of the 
Foundation’s day-to-day functions. Our employees give their time and talents to ensure the Foundation continues to make a 
difference in the communities we are so lucky to live and work.

Executive  
Committee Members 
Darrin Kotecki - Chair & President
Becky McAdams
Jeff Evans

Grant Administration  
Committee Members 
Katie Coberly - Chair 

Andi Fister 

Brian Tondra 

Darrin Kotecki 

Jake Bendik

Jamey Chinnock 
Justin Butterfield 

Steve Schaub 

Fundraising  
Committee Members 
Danyelle Sweitzer  - Chair 

Alexandria Kotecki 

Caroline Moore 

Holly Hogston 
Katie Coberly

Leonardo Sferra

Mitch Lindsey 

Marketing  
Committee Members 
Mike Morrison - Chair 

Angie Wells

Anthony Barchanowicz
Beth Davish
Brian Hagemeier
Kaitlyn Pongracz

Mike Rubino
Traci Preble

Our Story
Serving our communities has always been an important piece of GPD Group’s culture. From volunteer relationships 

with local organizations around our offices to holiday giving programs, we have always believed that it is our 
responsibility to give back to the communities that have given us so much. 

In 2014, GPD Group took our desire to give back to the next level and created “The GPD Employees’ Foundation,” a 
501©(3) that focused on bettering the lives of children in our communities. Our Foundation awards grants to K-12 

public schools that enrich the educational experience of all students and to local non-profit organizations that 
support children who are at-risk or who live with special and medical needs. 

We believe that by focusing our efforts on improving the lives of children, we are, in turn, making a long-term 
commitment to the future of the communities we serve.
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By The Numbers

In 2022...
• Learning technology
• Therapy
• Learning camps
• Field trips
• Dental
• Vision
• Research
• Enhanced learning 

environments
• STEM
• At-risk youth
• Early intervention services
• Reading
• Music therapy
• ADA assistance
• History

• Fitness
• Invention
• Robotics
• Medical
• Classroom supplies
• Animal assisted therapy
• Advocacy
• Hearing and speech  

therapy
• Special needs day camps
• Art
• Life skills
• Performing arts
• Career development

284,317
total number of 
participants served

$4.77M
in donations 
awarded

2,500,000
children  
impacted

since 2014...

Program Types

258,310 total number of children impacted

153 grants awarded

$767,416 distributed

*more on page 22 
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Our Impact 
Since 2014, we have worked with more than 330 organizations across the country. From awarding 
grants to volunteering in person, we are so grateful for the opportunity to serve a wide variety of 
groups. While their specific causes are different, these organizations all work hard to positively 
impact in kids’ lives. Below are just a few of the organizations we have supported over the years:

The Children’s TherAplay Foundation  
The Children’s TherAplay Foundation is a not-for-profit pediatric outpatient clinic in 
Indiana that serves children with disabilities. TherAplay provides children therapy that 
feels like play! This impactful organization assists in contributing to milestones such 
as first steps, first words, first jumps, and more for the children who attend. Since 2018, 
the GPD Employees’ Foundation has provided grant funding to the Children’s TherAplay 
Foundation, Inc. for their physical, occupational, and speech therapy programs. We are 
proud to support this organization which allows children to overcome obstacles and 
accomplish major life breakthroughs! 

Scan to Watch! 
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Hygiene Closets 
One way the Foundation supports children considered at-risk/low-income is through hygiene closets in schools. We 
have awarded multiple grants to schools to start and stock hygiene closets that contain basic hygiene products such 
as shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, feminine products, socks, clean underwear, and more. Teachers found that kids often 
missed school because they didn’t have access to these products at home and didn’t want to come to school and face 
bullying because of it. The closets are a safe, free, and anonymous place for kids to get supplies that are so often taken 
for granted without fearing embarrassment or judgment.

"Two years ago, after giving a survey to my inner-city students, I learned that the number one items 
on their Christmas lists were not iPhones and expensive shoes, but basic toiletry items.”  
 - Nancy Cosner, Cleveland Metropolitan Schools 

Inferno Literary Journal - Tippecanoe High School  
We were happy to support the Inferno Literary Journal, an award-winning publication 
at Tippecanoe High School in Tipp City, Ohio. The published magazine provides 800+ 
students a safe and inclusive space to share their creative writing with their peers 
and the larger literary community. The Foundation ensured that the program did not 
need to limit the number of pages or raise the price of books for students and families. 
Because of the grant, student editors could include more student work in the book and 
involve more participation than ever before! 
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Hudson City Schools - Music Program 

Our grant enabled Hudson City School’s Music Program to purchase three Zimbabwean 
marimbas. Now, there is a spot for the whole class to participate together without anyone 
left behind. This creates a collaborative environment for students to have an immersive 
and authentic musical experience while learning about another culture. 

Alvin Independent School District -  
STEM Explorer Bus
Our Foundation is proud to support Alvin Independent School District in bringing the “Explorer Bus” to 
students for an innovative mobile program to enhance their skillsets in Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM). The wheelchair-accessible bus offers nine different stations, including augmented and 
virtual reality; 3D printing; robotics; drones; and ISS Above, which was donated by NASA and allow students 
to track the International Space Station. The STEM Bus travels to different schools within AISD, aiming to 
promote STEM programs to students, encouraging them to take an interest in these jobs for the future. 

Scan to Watch! 
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Green Mighty Dawgs Inclusive Cheer Program 
Let’s go, Bulldogs! We awarded a grant to the Green Mighty Dawgs Inclusive Cheer Team 
in Green, Ohio. The grant funded new uniforms for the participants. This team brings 
together students with physical or cognitive disabilities and students without disabilities 
to cheer at sporting events for Green Local Schools. 

 Arizona Helping Hands 
Our Foundation grants have supported Arizona Helping Hands’ “Birthday Dreams” program. 
This program equips foster parents with individualized birthday gifts for their foster 
children. In addition to birthday gifts, the family gets a “Birthday Party Kit” that includes 
banners, cake mix, frosting, and candles. This helps foster kids feel celebrated and special 
on their big day.

“Based on our experiences from last school year, our students have grown in their confidence, involvement in school activities 
and acceptance by their peers as well as community members.  We received a lot of positive support. We are looking forward to 
another school year with even more involvement.” - Vanessa Vaccaro, Green Local Schools 

“Thank you so very much for providing my kids with their birthday dream packages. I am fostering siblings who have both had 
their birthdays while with me. Seeing their faces light up when they open their presents brings so much joy to them, and fills 
my heart to see them smile! 
 
Avery receiving a bike was literally a dream come true for her! She has been wanting a bike for so long. Thank you for helping 
me provide a birthday for my kids and for the joy you bring to these kids who come from hard places. “
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Camp Twin Lakes  
Our Foundation grants have supported numerous Camp Twin Lakes programs for multiple years. 
Camp Twin Lakes provides year-round, fully adaptive, and profoundly impactful camp experiences 
to nearly 10,000 of Georgia’s children and young adults each year, helping each camper grow in 
their confidence and experience the joys of childhood. In addition to our grants, employees in 
our Atlanta office volunteer their time to the Camp to clean, build, landscape, prepare supplies, 
design artwork, and much more! We are proud to support this fantastic organization.

After-School All-Stars  
(RREACT Buddies Program) 
During the 2021-22 school year, ASAS matched 32 students in grades 5th-8th with 27 unique mentors from the 
Columbus Division of Fire, Columbus Division of Police, and Ohio State Highway Patrol. For 22 years, the Columbus 
chapter of After-School All-Stars has offered an after-school program for students. Last year, it expanded to introduce a 
new mentorship program. It connects children from structurally disadvantaged backgrounds with mentors who are first 
responders. Thirty-two kids completed the program, with mentors contacting mentees virtually or in person more than 
400 times, including 188 in-person meetings. Our Foundation grant contributed to the program’s success by helping 
fund field trips, winter coats, and a Thanksgiving meal for each participant and their families. 
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First-Ever “Non-Profit Fair” 
We hosted our first-ever “Non-Profit Fair” this fall at The Akron Civic Theatre. Twenty non-profit organizations from 
across Northeast Ohio came together for a “career fair” style event that allowed GPD employees to talk with these 
organizations about what they do in the community, board openings, volunteer opportunities, and their overall 
community impact. 

The goal of the event was to give our employees the opportunity to make connections with the local organizations 
that our foundation has worked with over the years. As an employee-run and funded foundation, it is important that 
employees understand the impact being made by these groups and have developed authentic connections with the 
organizations they support through the foundation.
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Access, Inc.

Adaptive Sports Ohio

Akron Children’s Hospital

A Kid Again Northern Ohio

Art Sparks

Autism Society

Blick Center

Camp Quality

Connecting for Kids

Dancing on Wheels

Embracing Futures

First Tee Akron

Girls on the Run Northeast Ohio

Kelly Receives Memorial Foundation

Providence House

Rainey Institute

Smiles with Style

Summit County CASA

Victory Gallop

91.3 Kid Jam

Thank you to our Partners!
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Volunteer Events
We are passionate about volunteering in the 
communities we serve. 

Volunteerism is the voice of the 
people put into action. These 

actions shape and mold the present 
into a future of which we can all be 

proud. – Helen Dyer
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Financials 

98.5% of every $1 raised goes 
directly to the kids. 

employee-owned 
employee funded 

employee managed
maximum  
impact

Give 365Campaign 
Each year, GPD hosts a “Give 365 Campaign” to give employees the opportunity to give back to The GPD Employees’ Foundation. 
In 2022, employees donated to our “Help Kids Be Kids” themed campaign that spotlighted employee reasons for supporting the 
Foundation. Without the generosity and support of our employees, none of this would be possible.  

Through Give365, in 2022, our employees raised over $238,000 to improve the lives of children. 
Thank YOU!

Steve Schaub
GIVE 365 TODAY!Dedicate your contribution May 31-June 10

MY REASON FOR GIVING IS 
BECAUSE...

-Phil Anthrope

2022 Lifetime Totals

total funds raised $865,254
of grants distributed $767,416

operating margin ratio.985

grants distributed1,187
funds raised4.25 Million

organizations impacted330
children impacted2.1 Million

organizations impacted135
...
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“Working with my colleagues and seeing 
firsthand that each dollar is something 
special to everyone - from providing a 
struggling family with the help they need to 
the dediated teacher able to make a better 
life for her student. ” 
- Jamey Chinnock, Columbus Office

“It brings me great joy to support 
something that has an immediate and 
positive impact on others.” 
- Tina Belz, Cleveland Office 

“My parents were educators and they 
instilled in me a sense of responsibility to 
lend a helping hand. Our Foundation is 
doing an amazing job of facilitating 
families through the day-to-day struggle. 
Who wouldn’t want to be a part of that?” 
- Chris Domer, Akron Office 

“We have been blessed with 4 healthy 
children that have had many growth 
opportunities. The Foundation is a great 
way to provide resources for others to 
have the same experiences and to obtain 
any specialized assistance that they may 
need.” - Ed Reese, Pittsburgh Office

“Knowing firsthand what it is like to grow 
up with very little means so much to give 
back at this point in my life. Collectively, 
the contributions we make creates a 
world of difference.” 
- Mark Pavlik, Cleveland Office

“The Foundation promotes and 
encourages the wellness of children. 
Through our combined efforts, I can be 
part of something far more impactful 
than I could ever do alone.” 
- Steve Mullaney, Columbus Office 

“It is important to allow all kids to have 
fun and rewarding experiences that are 
not dependent on their family finances or 
the school that they attend.” 
- Andi Fister, Akron Office 

“It is important to me to give back to 
my community, and the Foundation is a 
trustworthy way to do that. I’ve seen the 
impact it’s made on local organizations and 
students. Knowing we have been a part of 
that effort is a great feeling!” 
- Alissa Cobb, Atlanta Office
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2022 Annual Charity Golf Outing
Thank you to all our participants, sponsors, and volunteers who helped make our 
Annual Charity Golf Outing a huge success on July 18, 2022, at Congress Lake Golf 
Course! 36 teams came together to raise over $119K to make a lasting impression on 
the lives of children!
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Thank You To Our Donors!
• John Alexander

• Ali Alherimi

• Leanne Andrysco

• Janice Arch

• Jason Arney

• Charles Arnfield, IV

• Etemaduddin Arshad

• Seyyed Mazyar 
Asbaghi Gavgani

• Joseph Asher

• Erik Azevedo

• Douglas Backus

• Christopher Bader

• Natasha Bailey

• William Baksa

• James Bales

• Anthony Barchanowicz

• Lee Barker

• Jeffrey Bartula

• Sandra Bates

• Robert Bayer

• Erin Becker

• Haley Becker

• Michael Beddow

• Joanne Belfiglio

• Roman Belkin

• Kelly Bell

• Tyler Beltz

• Tina Belz

• Jake Bendik

• Jacqueline Bennett

• Matthew Betsill

• Kate Bilinski

• Brian Binsley

• Ryan Black

• Miranda Blankenship

• David Blayney

• Ronald Boorman

• Ryan Bottos

• Daniel Braun

• Brandon Brookbank

• Gregory Brown

• Tavis Browne

• Kenneth Bukowski

• Melissa Bukowski

• Jacob Bumgarner

• Eric Burkholder

• Chad Burton

• Justin Butterfield

• Michael Byrdy

• Jarlath Caldwell

• Hannah Campbell

• Nicolas Cappello

• Brian Carlton

• Michael Carlton

• Dante Castronova

• Michael Cefaratti

• LuAnn Cerreta

• Delbert Channels

• Edward Chapman

• Grant Childers

• Jamey Chinnock

• Joseph Ciuni

• Alissa Cobb

• Kaitlin Coberly

• Nicholas Colbert

• Timothy Connolly

• Stephen Cook

• Hector Cortes

• John Cottrell, Jr.

• Kevin Cummings

• Drew Cummins

• Alex Cundik

• Eric Curry, II

• Sabrina Dale

• Benjamin Darkow

• Ian Darr

• Mohamed Darwish

• Brian Daugherty

• Bridget Davis

• Kyle Davis

• Robin Davis

• Elizabeth Davish

• Thomas Deak

• Dylan DeHarpart

• Curtis Deibel

• Richard DeMarco

• Veronica DePaulo

• Nathan DeShone

• Deborah Dettmer

• David Dombrosky, Jr.

• Christopher Domer

• Kevin Donati

• Rachel Dreiding

• Jennifer Dutt

• Howard Dyer, III

• Shannon Ede

• Christopher Elgin

• Taylor Erdman

• Jeffrey Evans

• Joshua Faris

• Scott Faulkner

• Brett Ferrell

• Nicholas Fini

• Karen Fishel

• Kayla Fisher

• Whitney Fisher

• Andrea Fister

• Ashley Ford

• Joseph Franczak

• Brad Franczkowski

• David Frank

• Kirk Fraser

• Cory Freshwater

• Julia Fried

• Patrick Fry

• Dawn Gainer

• Marc Garfield

• Amanda Garrett

• David Gasper

• Russell Gayheart

• David Gentile

• Collin Getz

• Sean Gilley

• Matthew Glass

• Robyn  Glomb

• Stephanie Gobler

• Robert Gochenour III

• Kristy Goetz

• Perry Gopp

• Jacqueline Gorman

• Michelle Goss

• Nathan Gotliebowski

• Phillipp Gouin

• Joshua Graber

• Juan Granja

• Kevin Grathwol

• Jacob Gregory

• Noah Gresser

• Joseph Grime

• Mark Grossman

• Hannah Groubert

• Brian Hagemeier

• John Haskew

• Chad Headings

• Natalie Hedges

• Nathan Hendricks

• Jacob Heritage

• Jeffrey Hershberger

• James Hewitt

• John Hiland

• Eugene Hill

• Timothy Hill

• Mark Hirsch

• David Hitchcock

• Michael Hobbs

• Julia Hobrath

• Brandon Hodgkinson

• Sheila  Hoffman

• Holly Hogston

• Michael Hogston

• Gary Hollo

• Sarah Honeycutt

• Choe Ling Hong

• Michael Hyde

• Amanda Idri

• Devin Jackson

• Gavin Jacob

• Scott Jaffee

• Larry Janke

• Leigh Jennings

• Keith Jensen

• Kyle Johns

• Justin Johnson

• Kristen Joles

• Martin Joliat

• John Josey

• Michael Jurcak

• John Kabak

• Andrew Kaiser

Thank You To Our Donors!
• Nicole Karl

• Ujwala Karumanchi

• Jack Kastor

• Christopher Kemp, II

• John Kessler

• Meryl Kinder

• Desiree Kinser

• Jordan Kirkendoll

• Stephen Kirschner

• Johnathon Klein

• Alexander Kolesar

• Kenneth Koltas

• Kyle Kornbau

• Alexandria Kotecki

• Darrin  Kotecki

• Kyle Kotecki

• Thomas Kratz

• Collin Lang

• John Langley

• Joseph Lanni

• Matthew Lascola

• Brad Laucher

• Matthew Laucher

• Josh Lavanchy

• Gregory Lavriha

• Tamisha Lawson

• Timothy Ledrich

• Ryan Leech

• Daniel Letts

• Joel Levis

• Alicia Libert

• Mitchell Lindsey

• Samantha Lindsey

• Eric Lopez

• Donal Losh

• Christian Luciano

• Christopher Luzier

• Joshua Lyons

• Christopher MacKenzie

• Breanna Mahon

• Guy Marsh

• Brian Martin

• Brandon Marzley

• Rebecca McAdams

• Travis McCarty

• Miles McClure

• Barbara McCrea

• Adam McDaniel

• Jackson McDiffitt

• Jhett McDonald

• Mark McDonough

• Michael McGlinchy

• Sarah McGowan

• Debra McManamon

• Jeremy McQuilkin

• James McSherry

• Karen Meggyesy

• Daniel Melkey

• Daniel Meunier

• Alexander Michael

• Lisa Michela

• Larry Milliron

• Kent Monas

• Matthew Monus

• Caroline Moore

• Ronald Moore

• Jacob Morrison

• Michael Morrison

• Steven Mullaney

• Patrick Murphy

• Lucas Murry

• James Neidlinger

• David Neumeyer

• Davin Ng

• Dwight Niederkofler

• William Nihiser

• Joshua Nine

• Micah Nine

• Jason Nolde

• Jeffrey Noss

• James O’Connor

• Victor Oeftering

• Lance Oldham

• Jovana Olivas

• Amber Oller

• Andrew Osterndorff

• Ryan Oyster

• Daniel Palkovic

• Matthew Parks

• Mark Pavlik

• Jeffrey Pearce

• Jordan Pearce

• Brian Peterson

• John Peterson

• Brady Pierce

• Trever Powers

• Traci Preble

• Jonathan Prentice

• Andrew Provost

• Dallas  Provost

• Donald Quincel

• Daniel Quintano

• Abby Rainieri

• Brad Ramsey

• Todd Rasey

• Tracy Reed

• Edward Reese

• Emily Rinear

• Erik Rios

• Mackenzie Risley

• Daniel Ritchey

• Aaron Rodebaugh

• Mark Rohrer

• Russell Rose

• Lindsay Rouse

• Daniel Roush

• Michael Rubino, III

• Jesse Rufener

• Rachel Russell

• Mark Salopek

• Anca Sandu

• James Sasser

• Andrew Saunders

• Steven Schaub

• Christopher Scheks

• Eric Schnaus

• Deanne Schopfer

• Zachary Schopfer

• Daniel Schullek

• John Scott

• Scott Seaman

• Michael Selby

• Kelly Selover

• Leonardo Sferra

• Michael Shaffer

• Noah Shaffer

• Frank Shay

• Amanda Shelly

• Reed Shields

• Chad Shipman

• Angela Short

• Micah Shumway

• Paul Sikorski

• Robert Slaga

• Christopher Slavin

• John Sloan

• Curtis Smith

• Jason Smith

• Kayla Smith

• Jennifer Snyder

• Becky Souder

• Brian Spielvogel

• James  Stahl

• Dustin Stevenson

• Matthew Steward

• Diana Stimson

• James Stokes

• Erik Stonitsch

• Amy Strapp

• Adam Stroh

• John Sullivan

• Marcus Summerville

• Joel Surmieda

• Stacie Swarner

• Danyelle Sweitzer

• Theresa Taras

• Michael Thomas

• Laverne Thompson

• Zachary Thorpe

• Caleb Tinajero

• Christopher Tofilski

• Christopher Tolnar

• Brian Tondra

• Frederick Trautman

• Ryan Tribuzi

• Paul Turner

• Steve Turner

• Ivan Valentic

• Robert Vance, Jr.

• Karrie Velotta
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GPD Group Employees’ Foundation

gpdfoundation

gpd_foundation

GPD Group Employees’ Foundation

FOLLOW US!

Watch our Foundation video 
to learn more! 

Thank You To Our Donors!
• Seth Ventry

• Nicholas Villers

• Dustin Vincent

• Raymond Vitelli

• Paul Voth

• Bridget Waite

• Laura Ward

• Thomas Washko

• Lisa Weaver

• Angela Wells

• Evan Wells

• Michael Wells

• Jeremy Wentz

• Kevin Westbrooks

• Rachel White

• Robert White, Jr.

• Savon Wilkins

• Franki Wilkinson

• Jonathan Williams

• Steven Williams

• Robert Wilson

• Ryan Wilson

• Kevin Wojciechowski

• Taylor Wojciechowski

• Jessica Wood

• Samuel Wood

• Jeffrey Woods

• Robert Woycitzky

• Timothy Wright

• Avraz Yaseen

• Martin Zakes

Golf Outing Donors

Advanced Drainage 
Systems, Inc. 

Agility Systems 

Canal Place Ltd.

PNC Financial Group

Roetzel

SeibertKeck

Brennan,  Manna 

GEMMA

Sikich, LLP 

Southside Corporate 
Centre Ltd

Thomarios Construction

Foursome 

• AdvizeX

• AECOM

• Commercial Design  
and Construction

• Engelke Construction 
Solutions 

• Gardiner

• Jason T. Wells, Attorney  
at Law 

• Pepco 

• Ruby Group

• TEMA

• Trimark/SS Kemp

• AirControl Products, Inc. 

• C&K Industrial  
Services Inc. 

• Mary Beth Evans 

• Shook Construction 

• Stratus 

• Thompson Electric 

• Proforma (S Group)

• Lee M. Smith & Associates  
Co., L.P.A  
(AKA Columbus Jewish 
Foundation)

• Akhia Communications

• Apex Imaging Services

• Elus Company

• Entigy Designs

• Haverstock Koenig and 
Associates

• J.M. Verostko

• PBJ Renovations

• R.J. Lang

• The Okonite Co.

• Empower Retirement

• H.M. Miller Construction Co.

• Repros, Inc.

• Danjo Construction

Flag and Hole Sponsors
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